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ORDINANCE NO. 39

CASWELL COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

SECTION I * DECLARATION OF PURPOSE

The failure of owners to properly manage animals createssituations which range from nuisances to a threat of publichealth and safety for citizens of Caswell County. Existing statelaws are insufficient to allow Animal Control Officials theauthority, to manage such situations involving animals. It isthe purpose, therefore, of this ordinance to build on andstrengthen existing state laws so that dangerous or threateninganimals can be identified and that owners can be made aware oftheir legal obligations in managing such animals or of otherrequired actions.
SECTION II. AUTHORITY

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the power grantedCaswell County by State Law or State Statute, including but notlimited to, N. C. Gen. Stat. 153A-121, 153A-127, 153A-153 and153A-442, as amended.
SECTION III. DEFINITIONS.

Animal: Every living creature, domestic or non-domestic, butdoes not include humans.

Animal Control Officer: A persor by the Animal Shelterto pick up, restrain, or impcurd ar.imals, and who is responsiblefor discharging such other duties or functions pertaining toanimals as may be prescribed by this or any other Ordinance, byState Law or State Statute, or by the lawful order of the Countyemployee or official authorized to supervise and direct AnimalControl Officers.

Animal Control Appellate Board: A three member board withmembers appointed by the Board of Commissioners consisting of onemember from the Board of Health, one member from the Board ofCommissioners, and a licensed veterinarian to review appealabledecisions pursuant to this Ordinance.
Animal Shelter: A place provided and operated by Caswell Countydirectly or by contractual agreement, whether joined with anothergovernmental unit or independently, for the purpose ofimpoundment, restraint, caring and disposition of animals.
Animal Control Program: The Caswell County Animal ControlProgram being comprised of the Health Director, the AnimalShelter, and the Animal Control Officers.
At .large: Any (domestic) animal not under restraint and foundoff the property of its owner or keeper.
Board of Health: Caswell County Board of Health.
Dangerous Animal: Any animal that has demonstrated a fierce ordangerous propensity or tendency to do any act which may endangerpersons or property (including other animals).
Dangerous Dog: As defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. 67-4.1, as amended,which definitions are hereby adopted by express reference theretpand incorporated herein as if fully set forth and made anintegral part of this Ordinance.
Domestic animal: Any of various animals such as horses, sheep,cattle, goats, hogs, poultry, etc., domesticated by man so as tolive and breed in a tame condition.
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